
Father William Corby Division
Monthly Meeting Minutes

5 January 2025

The meeting came to order at 1:06 PM, chaired by President Mark Roddy. 14 Members attended
the meeting.

Officer Roll Call:

President Mark Roddy (P)
Vice President Peter O’Neill (E)
Recording Secretary Ed Lacey (P)
Financial Secretary Fred Parker (P)
Treasurer Phil Torrey (P)
Chaplain Fr. Farrell (E)
Chairman, Standing Committee Fred Burgess (P)
Marshal Peter Garry (P)
Sentinel John Murphy (E)
Historian Jim Noone (P)
Parliamentarian John Murphy (E)
Chairman, Charities & Missions Joe Boyle (P)
Chairman, Catholic Action Peter O’Neill (E)
Chairman, Freedom for All Ireland John Murphy (E)
Chairman, Pro-Life Fred Burgess (P)
Chairman, Political Education Committee Kevin O’Brien (P)
Chairman, Project St. Patrick Mark Roddy (P)
Chairman, Immigration Affairs Ed Lacey (P)

Previous Meeting Minutes: Following the reading of the minutes of the 3 November 2024
Division meeting, the minutes were approved.

Correspondence: Thank you cards and letters were received for our donations from the Diocese
of Arlington Scholarship Foundation and the Healthy Teeth Journey of Hope President, as well
as a Christmas Card and blessings from the Sisters of Our Lady of La Salette.

Membership: Our membership remains unchanged. Fred Parker is working the paperwork to
have Fr. Farrell officially assigned to our Division.

Committee Reports:

 Finance Committee (Fred Parker)
- Annual dues payments should be submitted at this time.
- The Finance Committee will meet before the February Division meeting to consider

the new year’s budget.



 Charities & Missions (Joe Boyle)
- The Car Ministry (Peter Garry) has requested an increase in our annual donation from

the $300.00 donated last year to $500.00 this year.

 Pro-Life (Fred Burgess)
- Abortion is the leading cause of death worldwide, accounting for some 73,000,000

deaths last year (52% of all deaths globally).
- In the United States, 20% of pregnancies end in abortion, resulting in the death of

66,000,000 babies in the womb since Roe v. Wade.
- Last year, Planned Parenthood received $700,000,000.00 from the United Stated

Federal Government, facilitating the killing of 400,000 pre-born babies. Of note, the
incoming Trump Administration’s DOGE has proposed defunding Planned
Parenthood.

- The National Football League has “pulled” a Students for Life pro-life television ad
from its Superbowl coverage. Kevin O’Brien urged Members to protest this move
directly to the NFL Management.

- The Democrat Party-controlled Virginia House is fast-tracking a state constitutional
amendment to enshrine a right to abortion.

Treasurer’s Report: Phil Torrey reported that we made $9,373.00 in charitable donations at the

end of 2024, and that our current bank balance stands at $15,977.00.

Unfinished Business:

- St. Patrick’s Day Party (Hooley): See below.

New Business:

- St. Valentine’s Day: The Division will hold a no-host lunch at the Auld Shebeen on

Friday, 14 February.

- Lifetime Achievement and Man of the Year Awards: President Roddy will circulate

some thoughts on this to Division Officers in the near term.

- St. Patrick’s Day Party (Hooley): President Roddy provided an update on planning

for our annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration. The event will be held on Saturday, 15

March. Auld Shebeen will cater hors-d’oeuvres. We will have live Irish music for an

hour or so, followed by recorded dance music. There will be no Silent Auction

[Note: Agreed on 5 May by a vote of 16 to 1.] Fund raising will be primarily via

Sponsorships. Other thoughts for possible fund raising should be submitted to

President Roddy. Soft drinks and water will be provided. It is unclear at this time

whether Fr. Vander Woude will permit alcoholic beverages. If not, Mike Torrey

helpfully suggested we could consider making non-alcoholic beer and wine available.

- St. Patrick Coloring Contest: Kevin O’Brien announced that the State AOH is again

sponsoring a coloring contest for Catholic Elementary Schools (Grades 1-4). Kevin

and Ed Lacey will be working on this for the Division, and Kevin solicited an



additional volunteer. A motion to donate “up to” $100.00 for this effort was

approved unanimously. St. Mary’s will host the Awards Ceremony following the

contest. John LaRosa volunteered to secure cookies and punch for the Ceremony.

Historian’s Report:

Jim Noone provided a report on the founding and early history of the AOH. The AOH evolved

from a need in the early 1600’s to protect the lives of priests who risked death to keep the

Catholic Faith alive in Ireland after the reign of King Henry the 8th in England. In the United

States, anti-Catholic bigotry emerged in the 1800’s with discrimination in hiring and housing.

As a result, the Irish began to band together in a number of groups to care for their own. Finally,

in 1836, the AOH was founded on 4 May at St. James Church in New York City. Later that

year, another branch was formed in Pottsville, Pennsylvania. In 1850, AOH Members prevented

the burning of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in New York City by a mob of the so-called Know

Nothings, an anti-Catholic organization. In the late 1860s and early 1870s, AOH Divisions in

Pennsylvania were infiltrated by the notorious Molly Maguires. However, although many

thought the Molly Maguires grievances were legitimate, the AOH condemned the criminal

activities of this group and reorganized itself in Pennsylvania. Today, the AOH is known for the

principles it upholds: friendship, unity, patriotism, and Christian charity.

Good & Welfare of the Order:

 Gonzaga Basketball Charity Fundraiser: Kevin O’Brien briefed Members on this charity

event which he sponsors on behalf of the Division. This year’s theme is “Great

Basketball for Good Works.”

 Honor Bestowed on Member: President Roddy reported that Division Member Albert

Roddy, his son, was recently promoted to Master Chief Petty Officer in the United States

Navy. This is a huge honor for Al, his parents, and the entire Division. Master Chief

Petty Officer Roddy is currently serving at sea in the Middle East region.

Congratulations Al, you make us all proud!

Prayer Intentions: Prayers were offered for the intentions and individuals on our prayer list.

The meeting concluded at 1:58 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Ed Lacey, Recording Secretary


